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rose sheer two hundred feet all round except at a
narrow and well defended neck only two hundred
yards across. Drake led the stormers himself.
While half his eight hundred men kept up a con-
tinuous fire against every Spaniard on the wall the
other half rushed piles of faggots in against the oak
and iron gate. Drake was foremost in this work,
carrying faggots himself and applying the first
match. For two hours the fight went on; when
suddenly the Spaniards sounded a parley. Their
commanding officer had been killed and the wood-
work of the gate had taken fire. In those days a
garrison that would not surrender was put to the
sword when captured; so these Spaniards may well
be excused. Drake willingly granted them the hon-
ors of war; and so, even to his own surprise, the
castle fell without another blow. The minor forts
near by at once surrendered and were destroyed,
while the guns of Sagres were thrown over the
cliffs and picked up by the men below. The whole
neighboring coast was then swept clear of the
fishing fleet which was the main source of supply
used for the Great Armada.

The next objective was Lisbon, the headquarters
of the Great Armada, one of the finest harbors in
the world, and then the best fortified of all. Tak-